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Website: apsyarrayarra.org.au 

Facebook: facebook.com/APSYarraYarra

Australian Plants Society 

Yarra Yarra
Group Inc

(Incorporation No. A0039676Y) 

Newsletter August 2018
AGM August 2 & other presentations

AGM (see this page & page 10 **)  with a Grand 
Flower Table - bring your flowers!

There will be a short presentation by David 
Redfern -A portrait of Banksia menziesii. 

David Redfern has been a long term member 
of our group and is a landscape gardener who 
specialises in Australian native plants. He is 
a Garden Ambassador at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Cranbourne and is involved both with 
the Friends of Cranbourne Group in addition to 
our group. He regularly gives presentations at 
Garden Groups and on the radio on behalf of 
APS YY. David’s time at Cranbourne has enabled 
him to regularly visit the spectacular stand of 
Banksia menziesii and this short presentation is 
a photographic tribute to Philippa Nikulinsky’s 
book ‘Firewood Banksia’ which is a series of 
detailed drawings & paintings of the growth 
cycles of Banksia menziesii.

There will also be a short demonstration by 
the Expo subcommittee of how to set up at the  
September Expo 

Membership Renewals
Membership subscriptions are now over due and 
can be paid in four ways: 

1. Direct debit 2. Cheque. 3. Cash or 4. NEW! Credit 
card or PayPal on our website now. - Membership/
Join & Renew Page. 

Whatever method you choose please complete 
a renewal form – we are then able to ensure our 
records are up to date and correct. If you pay your 
subs in person at the August meeting, please put the 
cash or cheque IN AN ENVELOPE - WITH A FORM. 
The form is a separate attachment to this newsletter   
 
Please note: Those members with life memberships 
do not have to pay the Yarra Yarra subscriptions - 
APS Vic Subs only (i.e. $35 single or $40 household)

 
AGM MEETING 2nd August 2018 VOTING 

PROCEDURE
The following information is the voting procedure 
for the motion tabled for discussion at the AGM at 
the Araluen Centre in August.   Under the ‘model 
rules’ any proposal to change the name of an 
organisation requires a ‘special resolution’ of not 
less than 75% of the members (whether present or 
by proxy) voting in favour of the resolution.   

• Voting will be by ballot slip to ensure only those 
voting are financial; to ensure there is only one vote 
per household and to ensure accurate counting.

• Voting is voluntary

• Household memberships have one vote.

See Page 10 for more information. 
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APS YY General Meeting 
Speakers:

 
6-Sept  Katie Holmes Mallee Landscapes

4-Oct    David & Barbara Pye Melton Botanic  
  Gardens

1-Nov   APS YY Grand Flower Table

6-Dec   APS YY Christmas Party & Slide Show.

6 to 10 images per person, you are welcome to 
submit on USB or via Dropbox anytime

APS YY Garden Visit August 12:
Bus passengers: Meet 8.15 am Eltham Lower 
Park to leave 8.30 am sharp

All participants Arrive 9.45 am  Kevin Hoffman 
Walk, Lara (96 Km,1hr 15 mins approx.)

10-11.30 am  Guided walk and morning tea 
(byo thermos, snack) Toilets nearby at Austin 
Park (pass by on way), Six Ways- opposite the 
shops, or the nearby Coles. 
 
11.30-12 noon drive to Torquay, 

12 noon  Lunch BYO plus afternoon tea share 
plate.Hot drink provided. 
1-3pm Tour and explore garden 
3- 4.45 pm return to Eltham Lower Park. (134 
Km, 1hr 45 mins)

Please be on time as we will have people 
waiting for us at Lara and Torquay. Warm 
clothing and sturdy shoes. The mini bus is full 
from all those on the list. Cost will be $30. 
Please have the correct money on the day.  

Image: Miriam Ford with flower basket  & David 
Redfern in background about to begin their joint 
presentation on Aussie plants for containers at 
the Kew Garden Club. More next issue. 

APS Yarra Yarra Particulars

The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:

•Miriam Ford (President, Newsletter Editor, COM 
delegate) M 0409 600 644

•Rob Dunlop (Vice-President & Multi-media Tech 
guy) 0419 521 813

•Mike Ridley (Treasurer & Multi-media Tech guy) 
0418 322 969

•Joanne Cairns (Secretary & Co-editor of website & 
Facebook page) 0425 760 325

•Carmen Cooper (Membership Officer) 0413 012 
045

•Adrian Seckold (Minutes Secretary & meeting plant 
sales) 0431 071 503

*Peter Smith ( Garden Visits) 0425 798 275.

 
 

Contributions to the 2018 September APS YY News 
to Miriam by 24 August please

Email: miriamdfc30@gmail.com OR post to 
Newsletter editor APS Yarra YarraPO Box 298, 
Eltham 3095  
 
Thank you to Jill Lulham, Joanne Cairns, Mike Ridley, 
Peter Smith & for articles, Jill and Joanne for proof 
reading, Ben Eaton for images, Editor (MF) for all 
other images & articles.  
 
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of 
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd. 
 
Thank you to Vicki Ward’s Office for printing
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About 9% of plants around the world rely on animals to pollinate. Charles Darwin was the first to note 
this. Animals can transfer across some distance which can be advantageous. Flowers are adapted in 
terms of colours and design to the correct pollinators. Understanding these adaptions is important 

and this topic receives a lot of attention, particularly pollination by birds. Around 500 different genera of 
plants have this type of pollination.  In addition to birds, there are also non-flying creatures such as rats, 
marsupials, bats and lizards.

Many birds are specifically adapted to the type of 
flower they pollinate with beaks shaped to fit. There 
are around 180 species of honey eaters with high 
diversity up the east coast and in the mountains. 
We also have a lot of pollination by parrots who 
are primarily nectar feeders. With respect to 
birds, flowers are often red, yellow or orange and 
positioned prominently. They are tubular in form 
with, copious nectar. Pollination by mammals 
has been less studied probably because most are 
nocturnal. The flowers they pollinate are strongly 
scented & tough in the main.

Tall, Upper Storey 
Plants: Eucalypts are the 
dominant component 
of most habitats in 
Australia and are visited 
by short and long billed 
honey eaters. When 
feeding there is a real 
hierarchy of dominance 
amongst birds where 
the red wattle birds 
and friarbirds are very 
aggressive and drive 
other birds away. Parrots 
are more harmonious 
and often feed in groups. 
They are capable of 
dispersing pollen long 
distances. 
Mid-storey plants: 
Adenananthos, 
Lambertia etc. are mostly 
pollinated by mostly 
long-billed honey eaters, New Holland, Eastern 
spinebills. There is often aggression by family groups 
to maintain territories. There is a strong correlation 
between density of flowering and number of birds 
eg in response to rainfall when birds will come in 
from long distances.

The understorey specialists. Anigozanthos flavidus 
– in the wild only attracts long-billed honey eaters 
eg western spinebills. However once above a certain 
number > 1000 other birds come such as New 
Hollands. Studies show that 50% of foraging bouts 
will get interrupted by aggression.

Pollination by Mammals: Gliders, Pygmy possums, 
Dasyurids (eg antechinus) feed on nectar. The honey 
possum is one of the most interesting and important 
to pollination & lives on a diet of nectar. There are 
high numbers in the heathland, mixed proteaceae 
sandplain region of SW WA. They also enjoy 
anigozanthos and will switch from one to another 
plant species through the flowering season.

They are tiny – the male is around 9 gms, the female 
12g. They only live for a year or so. Embryos can 
be held in diapause until conditions are good for 
development. When flowers are plentiful then 

numbers increase. 
Radiotracking studies 
have shown that females 
monopolise a particular 
food source while males 
move much further. 
Up to 200 metres or 
so between banksia 
locations. Temperature 
sensitivity studies 
have shown that they 
will go into torpor for 
the night where their 
body temperature can 
drop to 28 overnight. 
They have the largest 
testes and sperm size 
relative to body size. 
For a small arboreal 
animal it is quite 
astonishing. Females are 
not receptive for long 
& hedging your bets is 

commonplace. They often have 2 – 3 young and 90% 
of litters have been shown to have more than one 
father so there is lots of competition going on.

Many plants endemic to WA (some banksia and 
dryandra) have specialised with honey possums as 
their pollinator and are very abundant in the floristic 
heathland. Places to see them are the Fitzgerald 
River NP and High Vallee Farm and the best time is 
sunrise. 

Image: Honey Possum on Banksia, Jiri Lochman for Bush 
Heritage. Courtesy of Google.

Meeting Report     July 5     Vertebrate Pollination
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JulyFlower Table : Jill Lulham 
Thanks to Miriam, Mike R, Mike W and Roy for presenting the specimens, and members who brought in 
labelled specimens and contributed to the discussion. This is just a small selection of those brought to the 
meeting.

PROTEACEAE

Banksia baueri (Possum Banksia, WA, 2mx3m, fire-
sensitive, no lignotuber)

Grevillea bipinnatifida (Boystown form, WA, < 1m), 
G. preissii ssp. glabrilimba (WA, <0.7m x 1.2m), G. 
thelemanniana ‘Red Wings’ (WA, <1.5m x 1m), G. 
‘Winpara Gold’ (seedling from G. thelemanniana 
ssp. preissii x G. olivacea in SA), G. ‘Moonlight’ 
(hybrid from Grevillea banksii x ?)

Hakea ‘Burrendong Beauty’ (H. myrtoides x 
H. petiolaris, natural hybrid from Burrendong 
Arboretum NSW)

FABACEAE

Acacia trigonophylla (WA, <2.5m), A. merinthophora 
(WA, < 2.5m, weeping, open shrub, branches zig-
zag shape, bright yellow, short rod-shaped flower 
clusters), A. podalyriifolia (Qld Silver wattle, also 
called Mt. Morgan wattle, <5m, quick growing, 
widely planted)

RUTACEAE

Correa pulchella (pink, also white, mostly Eastern 
States, <1m), C. pulchella (prostrate, orange), 
C. backhouseana (Chef’s Cap Correa, southern 
Australia, cream/green, <2m, distinctive ‘Juicy Fruit’ 
perfume to crushed leaves), C. lawrenceana (rubra, 
also green flowered one, east coast & Tasmania, 
<3m, hardy)

Crowea ‘Festival’ (garden hybrid from C. exalata x C. 
saligna, NSW, 1m x 1m, hardier than others)

MYRTACEAE

Eucalyptus caesia ssp. magna ‘Silver Princess’ (WA, 
small tree, weeping habit, full sun, drought tolerant)

Thryptomene calycina ‘Little Treasure’ (Grampians, 
white flowers, floriferous, slightly frost tender, 
<1.5m), T. baeckeaceae (WA, <1m x 2m, pink-purple)

Micromyrtus leptocalyx (southern Qld, pendulous 
branches, <2.5m, white/lemon flowers)

Chamelaucium uncinatum (WA, <2m x 2m, full sun, 
purple/pink/white)

DILLENIACEAE

Hibbertia sericea (south eastern Australia, <1m, 
variable species, large yellow flowers)

SCROPHULARIACEAE

Eremophila glabra (all States, <1.5m, variable 
species, full sun, strikes readily from cuttings)

THYMELAEACEAE

Pimelea physodes (Qualup Bell, WA, <1m, generally 
grafted, shady situation, colourful bracts can be 
yellow, green, red or purple)

ORCHIDACEAE

Dendrobium ‘Louise’s Rainbow’ (D. ‘Colonial 
Surprise’ x D. ‘Graham Hewitt’), D. hybrid (Chris’ 
calls it ‘Carter’s Surprise’, hybrid of D. tetragonum x 
D. speciosum, yellow with red spots)

Images: Below, this page.  Orchids as above.

Page 5: Clockwise Acacia merinthophora, Correa 
pulchella, Eremophila glabra, Grevillea bipinnatifida, 
Banksia baueri (possum banksia) & Grevillea preissii 
ssp. glabrilimba
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Flower Table Images: Ben Eaton 
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On a cold but sunny July afternoon 17 members and one visitor (Lyla Brown) took the opportunity to visit 
David’s garden in Research. David,well known to near neighbours Agatha and Lyla (whose large garden he 
kindly assists with), has an all oz garden which he has been tending for some 30 years. David briefly outlined 
the story of his garden, and we set off to investigate…

A large well established Rhododendron lochiae, an 
Austromyrtus dulcis and a Macrozamia communis 
(?) were all doing well by the back door. Attention 
focused on the well formed (but not yet flowering) 
spike of Doryanthes palmeri (spear lily) with 
multiple flowers on the spike unlike D. excelsa 
with only one flower head per spike. Up some rock 
steps to the top area where local blended in with 
introduced natives and Templetonia retusa, Epacris 
longiflora, Acacia podalyriifolia and Eremophila 
georgei were all flowering.

Back down the bush path beneath an aged 
Angophora hispida to the recently redeveloped 
frontyard. A large Eucalyptus nicholii and Grevillea 
robusta stood tall by the driveway with Lasiopetalum 
behrii thriving beneath and Westringias “Mauve 
Skies” and “Deep Purple” close by…

More Eremophilas, blazing Templetonias, Grevilleas 
“Firesprite”, Honeybird Pink”, petrophiloides to 
name a few. Up some rock steps to a secluded 
pond area framed by Prostanthera lasianthos, 
Melaleuca nesophila and Kunzea leptospermoides, 
were Indigofera australis, Veronica arenaria, 
Epacris impressa (pink and white) and greenhood 
orchids thriving en masse. Another feature being 
an Alyogyne huegelii trained espalier style growing 
thickly against a wall.

The list could go on…but the clouds were 
threatening so the group settled for a 
cuppa,enjoying more of Christine and David’s 
hospitality before departing with the arrival of the 
rain.

Garden Visit : Research 

Image above: Group by the pool. Page 7:  Clockwise from top - Hakea 
Burrendong Beauty bud,  Geleznowia verrucosa (cont p7) 
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Report - Peter Smith, Images - Ben Eaton & Miriam

David & Carmen, Sandra & Patti in the front garden, Templetonia retusa & 
Acacia podalriifolia, Kunzea baxteri & Templetonia, G.petrophiloides
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APS Propagation Update : Joanne Cairns & Miriam Ford

We are working hard to get plants ready for the EXPO sale. Many of our tip-cuttings have developed 
great root systems and are being potted up into Forestry tubes. These includes a variety of 
Eremophila, Calothamnus, Chamelaucium, Melaleuca, Acacia, Thryptomene, Darwinia, Grevillea, 

Correa, Veronica, Hakea, Eucalyptus, Templetonia, Kunzea, Hypocalymma, Phebalium/Leionema, Eutaxia, 
Crowea & more species. 

We are also potting on tubestock that sold well at 
our Autumn sale to Super Tubes to become more 
advanced. The Super Tubes were advised by Barb & 
David Pye of the Friends of Melton Botanic Garden 
(FMBG). They are 90 mm square such that roots 
grow downwards, not around the pot. The more 
open base allows for air pruning when they reach 
the base creating a healthier more vigorous plant 
that can be maintained in the pot for some time. 
David and Barb have been very generous with 
their time and advice towards our group and have 
supported our development as a productive team.

A small group visited the Friends of MBG at their 
invitation recently to see how they do things and 
found the visit very enlightening. They handle tip 
cuttings differently due to a lack of power & no large 
automated glass house like we have at La Trobe. 
While they have no bottom heat their system of a 
single cutting in small tubes packed tightly into foam 
boxes (70 to a box) works well. They have a large 
dedicated team of volunteers with the momentum 
to keep on top of the growing process ensuring 
it’s stream-lined and successful. Their plants are 
watered by hand which can’t be missed over 
summer. There was a great energised atmosphere 
at morning tea which showed this is a very cohesive 
productive group. David and Barb said that judging 
the volume of plants needed and varieties required 
is difficult from year to year however it is clear that 
they are very successful with the nursery generating 
more than $20,000 income each year.

We were then treated to a private 2 hour tour of the 
Garden. The development is something to behold – 
how proud they must be of what has been created 
with the council’s support. They are now funded 
consistently each year. I hope these images show 
you how much we delighted in the tour. Thank you 
to David and Barbara and the FMBG. 
Our group meets every second Thursday at La Trobe Wildlife 
Sanctuary & Nursery.  A current Working with Children Check is 
a requirement of the University and all participants are required 
to have one.  Images: David & Barb Pye with Carmen & Joanne 
admiring Acacia denticulata, Jenny with a stunning Acacia 
beckleri & the group admiring a Eucalyptus macrocarpa triffid!
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Two particular matters for your consideration
Committee membership: APS YY would like some new people to serve on our committee. We would 
appreciate the injection of new ideas and energies that come from people who have joined more recently 
and bring with them different skill sets that can help to motivate and inspire new directions and approaches. 
As previously mentioned our model rules dictate that we must replace our secretary and treasurer by 2019 
at the very latest and our president in 2020. It is important that people are in place within the committee 
learning how it works prior to moving into executive roles. As you will see from the President’s report being 
on committee is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

FJC Rogers Seminar 2020. APS YY will host this 
weekend seminar at La Trobe University, Bundoora 
Campus in 2020. I will be required, as leader, to 
give a 5 minute presentation on this at the coming 
2018 Goodeniaceae seminar in Horsham in October. 
We have recently chosen the Lamiaceae family i.e. 
The Mint family - Prostanthera, Westringia and 
allied genera. The seminars consist of a Saturday 
of lectures (where selected speakers, often from 
interstate talk on specialist topics) and plant sales 
(where the plants are aligned with the topic of 
choice) and a Sunday of garden visits, usually three, 
where the gardens also feature plant species from 
the topic of choice.

The Laminaceae family was suggested by Mike 
Williams and is supported by the committee. It has 
not been done before in the FJC series to date. This 
family has been expanded recently to include the 
Chloranthaceae so the genus included are Ajuga, 
Hemiandra, Hemigenia, Mentha, Plectranthus, 
Prostanthera & Westringea with Chloanthes, 
Cyanostegia, Dasymalla, Dicrastylis, Hemiphora, 
Lachnostachys, Newcastelia, Pityrodia, Quoya 
& Spartothamnella – don’t worry if you haven’t 
heard of most of them. This is common for an FJC 
Rogers and its purpose - to inform us, broaden 
our understanding & encourage growing and 
propagation. We have been researching the family 
in the meantime, and greatly appreciate some past 
newsletters from the Prostanthera Study group 
courtesy of Bruce Grose & Joanne’s investigations 
into her archives. We understand that several of our 
older members (Bruce, Max & others?) were part of 
that group when it still existed.

What we would appreciate from you, our members, 
is to know which members of this family you have 
in your gardens as we want to get propagation 
underway promptly to have a good selection of 
plants available at our plants sales & at the FJC 
in 2020. We would also like you to have more of 
them to grow in your garden. We will have a brief 
discussion at our August meeting on this matter. 

Images: Prostanthera magnifica, Hemiandra pungens
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APS YY & other Diary Dates

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome 

When: 8 pm 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30 pm. Come early for plant sales.

Venue: Orana building, Araluen Centre. 226 Old Eltham Rd,Lower Plenty.

Guest Speaker:Learn more through talks and discussion by expert speakers

Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one only per person) at the 
end when requested.

Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible

Plant Sales: Members may buy or sell their own plants, unusual varieties are often available

Chairs: Members please help set up chairs from 7.30 onwards and put away again after the meeting. 

18 & 19 August APS Foothills hosts APS Victoria 
Quarterly Gathering – Plants and Gardens of the 
Dandenongs and Foothills – including the Victorian 
COMM and AGM to be held Sunday 19 August. 
1 September APS Wilson Park Australian Native 
Plant Sale, Wilson Botanic Park, 668 Princes 
Highway, Berwick. From 9.00 am to 3.00 pm. No 
entry fee. 
 
8 & 9 September APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants 
Expo, Eltham Community & Reception Centre, 801 
Main Road, Eltham. 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. Check 
website https://apsyarrayarra.org.au for plant lists. 
 
22 & 23 September Bendigo Native Plant Group 
Australian Flower Show, Kangaroo Flat Primary 
School, Freeman Drive (off Olympic Parade), 
Kangaroo Flat Bendigo. 9.30 am to 4.30 pm. 
22 & 23 September Anglesea Wildflower Weekend 
and Art Show, celebrating the area’s remarkable 
biodiversity and wildflowers. Held at the Anglesea 
Memorial Hall, 3 McMillan Street, Anglesea 10.00 
am to 4.00 pm. 
6 and 7 of October APS Grampians Group Pomonal 
Native Flower Show, Pomonal Hall. 9.30 am to 5.00 
pm on Saturday, 10.00 – 4.00 on Sunday. 
13 & 14 October South Gippsland Native Plant 
Sale and Flower Show, South Gippsland Historical 
Automobile Club Pavilion, Leongatha Recreating 
Reserve. 10 am to 4 pm both days. 
 
20 & 21 October FJC Rogers Seminar – 
Goodeniaceae, co-ordinated by Wimmera Growers 
of Australian Plants and APS Grampians. Contact 
email fjcrogersseminar2018@gmail.com or Royce 
Raleigh, Chairman of FJC Rogers Goodeniaceae 
Seminar 2018 Committee Phone 5383 6200. 
Registrations close 1 October 2018.

More on the August AGM voting on the Motion:

‘That the Australian Plants Society Yarra Yarra group 
be renamed to simplify & reflect the group’s general 
location & be renamed Australian Plants Society 
Eltham.’ Proposed: David Redfern Seconded: Lyhn 
Barfield

Household Memberships

Household memberships have one vote – if both 
members are attending the AGM, then both must 
sign opposite their names and they will be given one 
ballot voting slip

Non-financial members

If members are not financial when they arrive 
they will have the option of paying their subs 
immediately (before the AGM has started) by 
cash or cheque and handing that to the treasurer 
or membership officer whereby they will then 
be financial. (Please put the cash/cheque with a 
renewal form in an envelope.)

Members holding a proxy vote

Members who hold a proxy form on behalf of 
another member who cannot attend will be asked to 
sign opposite the name of the person for whom they 
are the proxy and handed a coloured ballot slip.

Proxy votes sent via mail or email

Proxy votes sent in via mail or email will be checked 
to ensure they are financial and then counted at the 
same time of the vote of those members present.


